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Okinawa Prefecture underwent profound political and Occupation (2617) and  The

social transformations. In the aftermath of Japan’s Japanese Empire and Latin America

defeat in World War I, Okinawa shifted from an

“occupied enemy territory” to a territory placed under

exclusive and indefinite U.S. military administration, as

formalized in the 1951 San Francisco Peace Treaty. This

talk explores how, in the early years of the Korean War,

Okinawa became an emotional community shaped by

pervasive anxiety and uncertainty. Many residents

feared that a third world war might erupt and that the

small archipelago—strategically vital to U.S. military

operations—would become an early target of Communist

attack. By examining local experiences, political
structures, and everyday life during this period, the talk
highlights how global conflict reshaped Okinawa’s
society, identity, and relationship to both the United
States and Japan.
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Questions? Please contact: KoreanStudies@Stonybrook.edu
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